


WELCOME 
to our 30th year celebration! 

Y
ears ago, I was reading a book by Canadian philosopher Malcolm
McLuhan. In this book was a sentence that struck me as something I 

was already living in everything I did in music and theatre: 

"Anyone who makes a differentiation between education and entertainment 
doesn't know the first thing about either." 

Any of the things I had learned to do well in my life had come from 
teachers with whom I laughed and verbally sparred and found endlessly 
fascinating. I was lucky, and not a little spoiled by them. But they left 
me with this one ringing thought: joy creates art and one can become 
addicted to that joy. Of course, there are endless hours of hard work and 
a host of trials that need to be overcome. Ultimately, though, it's the 
laughter and heartbreaking delight that have held me in thrall to this 
work, this company. 

Do It With Class is my happy place. I know I will be challenged, and 
maddened, and thrilled, and moved in equal measure by every rehearsal, 

ROBERT URSAN every performance and, most especially, every performer. The young 

Artistic Director people who throw themselves headlong into this company, this island of 
misfit toys, always seem to come out the other end with friendships and 

a fond, found family that can stand the heavily cliched test of time. Now, to my ever-ageing chagrin, some of the 
children I taught years ago have their own children who are now on the island. I have become, in a theatrical 
way, a grandfather. 

I wasn't there at the very beginning. I must thank Andorlie Hillstrom for setting this madness in motion and then 
handing over the reins to me. But for 28 of the 30 years, this has been my home, my heart. 

I can't thank all of you alumni enough for the joy you have given me. I can't thank the parents enough for 
trusting me with your talented children. I can't thank everyone who has ever had moments of madness and 
given so freely of your time and efforts to help this company thrive from exceptional board members to the 
moms feeding cranky, tired ten-year-olds. 

I am so thankful that I found my life inextricably entangled with Do It With Class. 
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